
Census 2020: Counting All Kids 



Everyone counts 



What	is	the	Census?	

●  The Census Bureau conducts a count of all United States residents every 
ten years, aiming to count everyone once, only once and in the right place. 

●  Minnesota uses the census to secure full political representation, 
equitable federal funding, and accurate data for government and business 
planning. 

●  Census Day is April 1, 2020. People will be invited to fill out the Census 
online, over the phone, or in person. Census workers will continue to collect 
and verify responses through September.  

	

	



Census	2020	Timeline		



•  EVERYONE counts in Minnesota  
•  A complete count helps us ensure the most accurate data, used by:  

•  Federal government - $15 billion allocated annually  
•  State government  
•  County and city governments 
•  Businesses – where to locate warehouses, stores, distribution centers 
•  Nonprofits – KIDS COUNT Data Project, program development 

•  Congressional and state legislative districting boundaries are determined using 
Census data 

•  Minnesota risks losing a seat in Congress - without a full and accurate count, we will 
have one less voice in Washington, D.C. for the needs of our residents 

Why answer the Census? 



Undercounting 
individuals could 
cost the state 
millions of dollars in 
federal allocations 
for many programs 
that benefit children 
and families. 

	



Children under age 5 are one of the 
largest historically undercounted groups. 



New research has shown that young children are more 
likely to be missed in a census if: 

 •  They live with single parents or young parents between the ages of 
18-29. 

•  They are not the biological or adopted child of the householder. 
•  They live with their grandparents, aunts and uncles, or other family 

members. 
•  They live in families that do not speak English or their family includes 

immigrants. 
•  They live in families with low incomes. 
•  Their families rent rather than own their home. 



The U.S. Census Bureau is bound by law to protect your answers and 
keep them strictly confidential. In fact, every employee takes an oath 
to protect your personal information for life. 
•  Under Title 13, the Census Bureau cannot release any identifiable 

information about you, your home, or your business, even to law 
enforcement agencies. The law ensures that your private data is protected 
and that your answers cannot be used against you by any government agency 
or court. 

•  The Census Bureau may not publicly release your individual responses in any 
way that could identify you or anyone else in your home for 72 years. 

 

What about privacy? 



CENSUS DAY is APRIL 1, 2020 
•  Respond to the Census completely and accurately – online, via 

phone or by mail 
•  Apply to be a Census Enumerator at USAJOBS.GOV 
•  Join or form a Complete Count Committee in your area to reach 

out to neighbors and community members 
•  Join the Minnesota Census Mobilization Partnership (FREE!) 
•  Know your rights! 

What can you do? 



Resources	for	Outreach	for	Early	
Childhood	
	

We Count!  
Book is designed to be read with young 

children, while also providing information to 
adults about different sizes and types of 

families that must be accurately counted in 
the census.  

 
www.wecountkids.org 



2020Census.gov has fact 
sheets and materials to share 
with families. 



Everyone Counts Activity 
Book – part of Statistics In 
Schools Census materials 
designed for use with 
young children. 
	





For more information or to receive copies of We Count books or 
other materials: 

 
Jennifer Bertram, KIDS COUNT Coordinator 

jbertram@childrensdefense.org 
612-600-5115 (cell) 

Questions? 


